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One 
Author's Notes: 


Imagine my delight when posting this when | found out that it was requested by one of my favorite authors! 
donny_moo_cow, | hope you enjoy this as much as I've enjoyed so much of your work <3 | also delight in 
pleasing a fellow Van Halen fan :D 


Dave's first day back in the band was hectic. He was the last to arrive. His tardiness had pushed back 
recording and they'd have to rent the studio for an extra day or two. The singer barely looked at anyone, 
perhaps embarrassed. Maybe he was uncomfortable with Wolfgang being there or had guilt about Michael 
being replaced. Dave had never been easy to read. Eddie secretly fumed at Dave as he watched him strutting 
around the studio. 


The guitarist had never been outspoken but there was no way he was going to let this go. Eddie remembered 
how keeping quiet the first time around led to the singer's departure and getting punched in the mouth. He 
brooded silently until everyone left and it was just him and Dave. Eddie grabbed Dave's shoulder and spun him 


around aggressively. 


Eddie glared at Dave. Against his better judgment he'd given him another chance and let him back in the band. 
Another tour seemed like a good idea at the time but the irritation of the singer's personal habits came 
rushing back all at once. Just as he felt himself about to return the punch Dave had given him all those years 
ago, he stopped. He saw the lines that time had cruelly carved in Dave's face. The hair he had once 
meticulously dyed now had over an inch of dark roots showing and only a little bleach blond showing on the 
tips. Dave's teeth were far too white, possibly fake. His eyes were tired, almost defeated. It was as if Dave 


knew that Eddie could see right through him and it terrified him. 


For a moment Eddie saw past the false security Dave showed the rest of the world and traveled back in time, 
seeing the old Dave. Sure, he could be annoying and an attention whore. Sure, he could be fake. Sure, he was 
corny. But there were also good times. Times of living together, being on the road and being not just friends 
but more like family. Drinking together. Sharing grief and helping each other. Money changes people, drugs 
change people and fame..fame certainly took its toll on David Lee Roth. But those were the things that caused 
them to fight. 


And beyond them, there was only Dave. 


Eddie threw his arms around Dave, suppressing the lump that was rising in his throat as he spoke to his 


friend for the first time in years. "| missed you, man" 


Dave returned the hug, squeezing Eddie into his chest so tightly he couldn't breathe. But as always, Dave let 


go just in time. Eddie wiped away his tears and Dave did the same. 


"Welcome back." 


